Disabled children benefit uptake scheme to tackle child poverty
 

A new pilot project to help families with disabled children claim the benefits they are entitled to was announced by the Welsh Assembly Government on 12 May.
The £500,000 pilot scheme will look over the next two years at the best ways to increase the household incomes of families with disabled children. Citizen’s Advice Cymru will deliver a campaign to increase benefit uptake as part of their existing Wales wide Better Advice Better Health initiative.  
Families with disabled children are much more likely to be in poverty because of the higher costs involved in bringing up a child with a disability and the loss of income associated with either being a lone parent or in two parent families the need in many cases for one of the parents to give up work.
Around 29,000 families with disabled children in Wales are not claiming the Disability Living Allowance they are entitled to.  This means that 62 per cent of those who are eligible are not claiming a potential £109.50 per week, the equivalent of over £160m of lost benefit across all of Wales
Citizens Advice Cymru will work closely with disability organisations to ensure that appropriate, expert advice is made available to families with disabled children.
Families will be referred to the project in a number of different ways including through GP’s, health visitors and social workers, specialist schools, integrated children’s centres, carers organisations and disability groups.
The project will be promoted at a local and national level with organisations that support children and young people with disabilities.  Citizens Advice Cymru will also produce publicity material about the campaign, benefit entitlements and the services that Bureaux can offer within Wales.  
Launching the scheme, Minister for Social Justice and Local Government, Dr Brian Gibbons, said:
“Disability should not stop any child from fulfilling their potential and realising their ambitions but we must acknowledge that children, and their families, need increased assistance and aid.
“Helping families to maximise their income is an important element of our work to tackle child poverty. Many parents find out about their benefit entitlement by chance or several years after their child has been diagnosed with a disability and may be missing out. Helping families to understand and claim the benefits they are entitled is absolutely key. “
A full external evaluation of the two year pilot will be carried out; the findings of which will inform the future delivery of the scheme.
